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Paris, July 11, 2019 
 
Mr. Zbigniew Ziobro 
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Al. Ujazdowskie 11 
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Dear Minister, 
 
I have the honour to write to you in the name of the Union Internationale des Avocats, a world-wide 
organization of lawyers well-known by the profession. Through its collective members (bars, 
federations, and associations) and individual members, the International Union of Lawyers, (“UIA”), 
represents approximately two million lawyers from more than 120 countries.  
 
In 2015, the UIA created the Institute for the Rule of Law (“UIA-IROL”), one of the missions of which is 
to defend the rule of law. UIA believes that a democracy must uphold the rule of law, which itself must 
be voted on by the elected representatives of a given nation, and which must respect the principle of 
separation of powers, particularly between the executive, legislative and judicial branches. 
 
The UIA-IROL has lately received some alarming information concerning the situation of lawyers and 
judges in Poland.  
 
This comes at a moment when the European Court of Justice has issued its opinion, 24 June 2019 in 
Case C-619/18, Commission vs. Poland, that the Polish legislation lowering  the retirement age of 
judges of the Supreme Court is contrary to EU law.  
 
Moreover, an opinion of advocate general Tanchev, in cases C-585/18, C-624/18 and C-625/18 at the 
same Court, finds that the Court should rule that the new retirement rules for Polish judges are also 
contrary to EU law. 
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Against this backdrop, we have also become aware of a number of incidents impinging on the free 
exercise of the legal profession, including instances of improper and overreaching surveillance of 
lawyers, especially in regard to their confidential communications with their clients. Thus, we are 
extremely concerned that the free exercise of the judiciary and the legal profession is in grave danger.  
 
In light of the general condition of threat to the independence of judges and lawyers, we are especially 
alarmed by the disciplinary proceedings instituted against two legal practitioners from the bar 
association in Poland, Mr. Giertych and Mr. Dubois. These lawyers face disciplinary proceedings, before 
the disciplinary chamber in the Supreme Court which Advocate General Tanchev, in his opinion in joint 
case C-585/18, C-624/18 and C-625/18 before the CJEU (see above) stated as not satisfying the 
requirements of judicial independence established by EU law - despite the fact that the bar association 
has deemed their behaviour to be compatible with the bar rules. UIA respectfully urges that these 
lawyers be accorded due process in this matter, and that the independence of the judiciary be 
respected.  
 
Finally, UIA expresses its concern over recent incidents of hate directed at lawyers, including, in 
particular, a most recent graffiti attack against the seat of the Warsaw Bar Association, where red paint 
was smeared on the front door. We respectfully request that a full investigation of this most recent 
attack on lawyers be conducted and that the perpetrator(s) be punished. We further respectfully 
request that future legislation and enforcement protocols be put in place to protect lawyers in the 
independent exercise of their profession. 
 
Yours respectfully, 
 
 

 
_____________________ 
Issouf Baadhio 
UIA President 
 


