
The Human Rights Commission      Warsaw, 29 March 2012 

of the Supreme Bar Council 

ul. Świętojerska 16, 00 – 202 Warsaw 

 

His Excellency 

Reşit Uman 

Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey 

in the Republic of Poland 

ul. Malczewskiego 32, 02-622 Warsaw 

 

 Your Excellency, 

 

The Human Rights Commission of the Supreme Bar Council in the Republic of 

Poland, implementing its mission to cooperate in the protection of rights and freedoms, 

expresses its deep concern with the information which has been reaching us through 

international media about the detentions, and subsequently arrests, of advocates of both 

Turkish as well as foreign nationality involved in the protection of freedom and human rights 

in the Republic of Turkey. 

The apex of this information, which gives rise to serious doubts as to how human 

rights are observed in the Republic of Turkey, consists in news about the methods used by 

Turkish courts in criminal proceedings issued against the detained and arrested advocates, 

apparently conducted in violation of the basic rules of an equitable trial and not guaranteeing 

advocates a real and effective right to defense. 

 

The information referred to above focuses around the events of 22 November 2011, 

when the law enforcement agencies of the Republic of Turkey conducted an organized 

operation, covering 16 provinces of the country, with the view to detain and arrest advocates 

representing participants of the KCK trials. During the above operation more than a dozen 

advocates were detained, in addition to searches and property seizures being conducted and 

advocates’ databases copied, in breach of the basic principle of an advocate’s secrecy which is 

the essence of an advocate’s position and role in a democratic society. The advocates’ 

conversations were tapped and their phones bugged. 

The detained and arrested advocates were successively given the status of party to 

the proceedings, which were conducted in violation of the guarantees and rights deriving from 

the essential right to defense. 

 

The Human Rights Commission of the Supreme Bar Council considers these events 

to be an obvious offensive of the representatives of the law enforcement agencies and the 

judicial system against the members of the Turkish Bar, which is committed to the protection 

of human rights, frequently violated during the proceedings related to persons involved in the 

activities of the KCK. 

In the Commission’s assessment the above activities of the representatives of the 

Turkish authorities are purely politically based, their purpose being to undermine the will-
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power and dedication of advocates who wish to implement the mission of protecting human 

rights in the Republic of Turkey. 

It cannot be omitted, or even less denied, that an essential attribute of an  advocate is 

his independence, specifically with respect to state authorities. It is an obvious fact that an 

advocate undertakes to defend an individual whose rights have been threatened or violated 

only in order to protect the legal interests of such individual, and not for the hidden purpose of 

realizing some political goal. In view of the foregoing signa specifica of an advocate’s 

profession, the actions taken by the Turkish authorities arouse serious doubts and concerns. 

 

The fact that this notification is only one of numerous addresses by various other 

entities, institutions and international organizations serving the mission of protecting human 

rights in relation to the confirmed facts of breach and violation of human rights in Turkey, 

arouses profound anxiety on the part of the Human Rights Commission of the Polish Supreme 

Bar Council. 

The Human Rights Commission of the Supreme Bar Council fully supports the 

initiative aimed at protecting human rights in Turkey undertaken by The European 

Association of Lawyers for Democracy and World Human Rights. 

 

The Human Rights Commission of the Supreme Bar Council emphasizes that the 

Republic of Turkey, being a signatory state of the Convention for the Protection of Human 

Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, is obliged to respect the rights and freedoms guaranteed 

in the above international treaty, whose Art.6 sec.3 point c) guarantees that state authorities 

are required to guarantee to advocates the proper conditions for fulfilling their professional 

tasks without any form of pressure, thereby referring to the right to defense. In addition the 

case law of the European Court of Human Rights expressly stipulates that an advocate’s 

independence in providing legal assistance as one of the essential values of democratic rule of 

law. 

There is no doubt that in the light of the events described above in the Republic of 

Turkey an advocate is not in a position to carry out effective defense of the rights and interests 

of individuals being in conflict with the state authorities, which ex definitione have at their 

disposal all the apparatus of exercising power, including means of direct coercion. On the 

contrary, an advocate’s involvement in the protection of human rights in current Turkish 

circumstances, particularly in the trials related to the KCK, exposes him to discrimination and 

acts of unlawful violation of his rights, especially the right to freedom, and threatens his 

personal safety. 

 

The concern of the Human Rights Commission of the Chief Bar Council arising from 

the events which took place in November 2011 as described above are reinforced by the fact 

that the Republic of Turkey has currently reached the next phase in its negotiations with the 

European Union, which are expected to end with potential accession of the Republic of 

Turkey to the group of European Union Member States. 

The Human Rights Commission of the Supreme Bar Council is of the opinion that 

the action taken by the Turkish authorities in November 2011 against the members of the 

Turkish Bar, as well as other actions which violate human rights and freedoms on Turkish 



3 
 

territory, create serious doubts and controversies as to the country’s future ability to join the 

European Union, which established the respect for human rights and personal freedom as the 

key conditions for accession. 

Considering that European Union bodies, primarily the European Parliament, are 

carefully monitoring the status of human rights in the Republic of Turkey, it is safe to say that 

the November 2011 events will not go unnoticed by the EU bodies in Brussels and 

Strasbourg. 

 

In view of the foregoing the respect for human rights and freedoms in Turkey, 

including the rights of the members of the Turkish Bar, ought to promptly improve, the first 

step being the release of Turkish advocates arrested in November 2011, and ensuring that the 

parties to the KCK trials are allowed to enjoy basic procedural guarantees, including 

admission of independent international observers to the courtrooms. 

 

In view of the events of November 2011 and other acts of human rights violation by 

the law enforcement bodies and Judicial Authorities in the Republic of Turkey, including the 

rights of representatives of the Turkish Bar, the Human Rights Commission of the Supreme 

Bar Council cannot remain silent. 

 

For and on behalf of the Human Rights Commission of the Supreme Bar Council of 

the Republic of Poland, 

 

 

Yours respectfully,  

 

Advocate Mikołaj Pietrzak 

Chairman of the Human Rights 

Commission of the Supreme Bar 

Council 


